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The Collusive Behavior in Village Election and Its Impact on Rural
Governance: A Case Study of the Election Events in S Village in Shandong
Province

Tang Jinghua

Abstract: With the continuous development of grassroots democratic politics, democratic election has become an important way
for villagers to exercise their democratic rights and participate in rural governance. However, due to the influence of rural interests
and cultural factors, there has been a phenomenon of election collusion among village cadres in many places. In the acquaintance
society, interests are the driving forces behind the election collusion among village cadres, and private contacts provide the way for
village cadres to reach election collusion. The election collusion among village cadres is closely related to the village power
structure. It is a realistic expression of village politics and its existence has certain reasonability as well. Village cadres who adopt
legal election collusion behaviors means that the village has a good political ecology. But illegal election collusion has a very
negative impact. It is well-known that the results of election will ultimately influence village governance. Studying the relationship
between village election and governance is important for both democratic practice and theoretical development. Taking the election
of S village in Shandong Province as an example, this paper inspires a new thought of linking village specific phenomena to village
governance, and analyzes the clan relationship, power balance and township behavior in the election collusion among village cadres.
The study finds that the election collusion among village cadres has adverse effects on rural democratic development and
governance. Cadre’s election collusion behaviors may block young elites’ access to rural governance, weaken the authority of
autonomous organizations and worsen the overall environment of rural governance. The emergence of cadres’ election collusion is
the result of interaction between traditional and modern, formal and informal rules. It demonstrates a high degree of complexity in
the interior and is quite exclusive to the outside world. Although it originates in the electoral process, it has a long-term practice in
rural governance. Therefore, it is difficult to eliminate its adverse effects by relying solely on external intervention force or internal
check and balance mechanism. Fundamentally speaking, it is necessary to curb the cadres’ election collusion behaviors both inside
and outside. Firstly, strengthen the internal supervision and balance ability of villagers' self-organization. Secondly, lift the illegal
cost by strengthening legal supervision and intervention of external authorities.

Key Words: Village Election; Village Cadres Collusion; Rural Governance; Rural Regulation; Township Government Action
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