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Operation Mechanism of the Target Management Responsibility System in
Villages: Towards Understanding the Basis of State Power Realization

Li Zupei

Abstract: The operation mechanism of the target management responsibility system (TMRS) in villages is embedded in the context
of township-village relation and village governance. This article takes an analytical framework of “Action Mode of Township
Government—the Interest Intensity in a Village—Village Social Solidarity Degree”, and generalizes the logic of village operation
mechanism of the TMRS on the basis of presenting the operation differences of the TMRS in various villages from the perspectives
of incentive mechanism, constraint mechanism, informal operation of governmental power and the performance of village-level
tasks. The essence of the village operation process of the TMRS is the demonstration of the transmission of the state power to the
village society and self-manifestation in the interaction with the society. The type classification and generalization of the village
operation mechanism of the TMRS provide evidence to examine the foundation of state power realization. Based on it, the study
makes an extended discussion in the last section on the basis of realizing the state power at the level of Chinese grassroots

governance.
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