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The “Ethical Trap” in Family Transition: An Interpretation for the Current
Elderly Crisis in Rural Areas

Li Yongping

Abstract: With the promotion of village modernization and the transformation of rural family life, the situation of the rural elderly
has changed greatly. Existing studies have defined the pension crisis in the process of family transformation as an “ethical crisis”.
However, a good understanding of the elderly crisis should be based on the concrete practice of family transformation. The process
of family reproduction can be regarded as a window for microscopic examination of the family transformation practice. In the
process of family transformation, facing uncontrolled domestic resources transfer and disordered state of power transfer, the family
ethics has been restructured to adapt to the goal of family developmentalism. It is expressed as expansion of ontological value of the
parent generation, contraction of social value and transformation of basic value. The reconstruction of family ethics has given new
impetus for farmers' family reproduction and provided feedback on the practice of internal resources transfer and power transfer. At
the same time, this also means that in the process of family transformation, the parent generation tends to carry and practice endless
ethical responsibilities, thus falling into a deep “ethical trap”. Therefore, an ageing process of the parent generation also represents
an incremental process in which the crisis has come into being and locked in gradually.

Key Words: Family Transformation; Ethical Trap; Elderly Crisis; Modernity; Developmentalism
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