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The Constructive Differentiation of Explanation of “One Family, One House”
Principle

Yu Xiao

Abstract: “One Family, One House” principle is a rule of homestead allocation and enjoyment, which is established by China’s
Land Administration Law in 1998. It includes three logical levels, namely, villagers without homestead can apply for a house site;
villagers who enjoy one homestead cannot apply for another one; the homestead beyond one or a certain standard is not recognized
by law. The standard construction of “One Family, One House” principle is based on living security and it contains both the
“household” factor and the “human” factor. In order to meet the needs of the actual situation of “One Family, Multiple Houses”,
residential renewal as well as demolition and resettlement, under the guidance of a system to guarantee a decent life, the
implementation of “One Family, One House” principle has been changing from land security to residential security and then to the
protection of rights and interests. Moreover, “One Family, One House” principle has the functions of both civil and administrative
norms, and its implementation varies from place to place. In practice, “One Family, One House” principle should return to its basic
logic of pursuing social equality.

Key Words: The Right to Use Homestead; ““One Family, One House” Principle; Land Management Law; Rural Household
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