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Pastoralists’ Livelihood Vulnerability in the Context of Institutional
Transition: An Analysis Based on the “Vulnerability-Resilience”
Framework

Li Tingyu Tan Shuhao

Abstract: Based on the “Vulnerability-Resilience” analytical framework, this article uses data collected from semi-structure
interviews with 10 pastoralists from Hulun Buir and Xilin Gol on their livelihoods in the past 30 years to analyze their livelihood
vulnerability under the institutional transition from public ownership to the household contract responsibility system. By analyzing
the qualitative data through three-level coding, the study explores possible strategies to improve pastoralists’ livelihood sustainability.
It finds that, first of all, the household contract responsibility system in pastoral areas has led to a deterioration of grassland ecology,
characterized by a reduction of nature resources and a decrease in grassland carrying capacity. This has increased pastoralists’
livelihood vulnerability. Secondly, the sedentarization of pastoralists has increased their physical capital and strengthened their
livelihood resilience, while a lack of financial capital has increased their livelihood vulnerability. Thirdly, some pastoralists have
strengthened their livelihood resilience through grassland renting market and reciprocal organization. Fourthly, some pastoralists
have adopted overgrazing measures to address institutional transition, which will however increase their livelihood vulnerability in
the long term. Under the current herding system, grassland renting market and reciprocal organization are two main effective ways
to promote pastoralists’ sustainable livelihoods.

Key Words: Pastoralist; Institutional Transition; Livelihood Vulnerability; “Vulnerability-Resilience” Framework
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