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An Analysis of the Growth and Evolution of Farmers’ Cooperatives: From
the Perspective of Organizational Ecology

Zhang Chen Kong Xiangzhi

Abstract: Based on the “variation, evolution and development" research mainline, this article takes two cooperatives as an example
to describe the evolution of cooperatives. The study examines factors contributing to the evolution mechanism of cooperative
growth and summarizes a cooperative growth and evolution model from the perspective of organizational ecology. The conclusion
of the study shows that the variation factors of cooperative growth and evolution are the expansion of living spaces, the expansion
of resource advantages and the innovation of organizational mode. The growth and evolution mechanism of cooperatives is a
reflection of the rationalization of the organizational inertia, the enhancement of organizational legitimacy degree and the jump in
organizational niche. Therefore, in the process of cooperative growth and evolution, there is a need to define the variation factors
reasonably and use the mechanism scientifically.

Key Words: Organizational Ecology; Cooperative; Organizational Inertia; Organizational Legitimacy; Organizational Niche
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