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The Pattern of Difference Sequence in the Gift Lists: An Analysis Based on a
Comparison of One Farmer’s Two Gift Register Books

Liu Xiaofeng

Abstract: The Pattern of Difference Sequence proposed by Fei Xiaotong is a fundamental perspective that has been widely used to
observe the structure of Chinese rural social network. This article, by analyzing field materials of one single farmer’s two gift
register books which spans one decade, attempts to reveal the trends of the Pattern of Difference Sequence, and to expand the
interpretations of Fei’s Model of Concentric Ripples. For ordinary farmers, the construction of the Pattern of Difference Sequence in
the gift lists is active, changeable and distinctive. The inheritance is mainly reflected in the elder generation, in the gift-giving
network of the superior or subordinate relationships, which emphasizes the influence of preemptive and ethical factors such as
blood distance, relatives' distance and neighborhood reciprocity. Recent development is mainly reflected in the younger generation,
for whom the modern sub-relationship centered in oneself has gained more importance.

Key Words: Gift Register Book; Pattern of Difference Sequence; Fei Xiaotong; Interpersonal Relationship; Intergenerational

relation
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