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Administrative Embeddedness and Rule Integration in the Governance of
Rural Renqing: An Example from Chuan’e Village, Chongqing

Zheng Jiahao Zhou Jiteng

Abstract: In the face of the anomie and alienation of rural Renging order, how can the administrative forces intervene to effectively
help villagers get rid of the collective dilemma of Renqing alienation? This article takes Chuan’e Village, Chongqing, as an example.
Through the analysis of the power operation mode, the cognitive mode and the action strategy of various actors in the governance
process, the study points out that the key to the initial success of governance of rural Renqing is the interaction and integration of
public rules and Renqing rules. On the one hand, public rules restrict Renqing items; on the other hand, villagers’ selective
compliance and the use of public rules ease the conflict between public rules and Renqing rules, which shows a kind of
"instrumental authority”. The essence of the integration of the two opposing rules is the adaptation of the universalism-oriented
public rules to the particularism-oriented interpersonal relationship structure, so that the rural social order can be rebuilt. This study
presents the practice process of public rules driven by villagers’ differentiated motives in different situations, and provides a reference
for solving the dilemma of rural governance in the post-tax era.

Key Words: Alienation of Renqing; Governance of Renqing; Administrative Embeddedness; Rule Integration
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