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The Practice Forms and Normative Interpretation of Subject of Collective

Land Ownership
Jiang Hongli  Song Zongyu

Abstract: The confusion among farmers’ collectives, collective economic organizations and villagers' committees in theoretical

studies and practical explorations is due to the failure to recognize farmers’ collectives as the subject of collective land ownership.

The confusion between farmers’ collectives and collective economic organizations results from a mismatch between native concept

and the discourse of property rights, and serves as a practical choice to solve the problem of how to make farmers’ collectives

exercise collective ownership independently. However, risks may exist in the above-mentioned confusion. Either the rural collective

ownership of land would have been circulated, or it would violate the rules of the Company Law, which provides that legal persons

undertake civil legal liabilities with all of their properties. In conclusion, the subject of collective land ownership is different from the

representative subject of enforcement of collective ownership. Farmers’ collectives possessing the capacity as a subject of

ownership should be the only subject of collective land ownership. Collective economic organizations cannot be deemed as the

subject of collective land ownership. As a special legal person, it shall exercise the ownership on behalf of farmers’ collectives in the

sense of independent management and accounting.

Key Words: Special Legal Person; Collective Land Ownership; Farmers’ Collective; Rural Collective Economic Organization;

Villagers' Committee
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