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Regulatory Mechanism and Optimization Path of Rural Governance
Structure

Du Peng

Abstract: Rural governance structure is embedded in the institutional framework of “township governance and village governance”
and integrates the practical orientation of rural governance, which is manifested as the governance unit configuration mode
composed of “township”, “patch”, “village” and “‘group”. By investigating the regulatory mechanism of rural governance structure
in the transitional period, this article finds that the configuration logic of rural governance units has both political and administrative
attributes, which jointly shape rural governance structure and endow it with the practical form of “virtual and real complement”.
Among them, the political logic is based on the basic governance unit, highlighting the political mobilization dominated by “blocks”
and highlighting the mass foundation of rural governance structure. The administrative logic is based on the unit of township
governance, highlighting the administrative control dominated by “rules and regulations” and the governance orientation of
routinism. The dialectical unity of political logic and administrative logic endows rural governance structure with flexibility. Neither
the political logic of rural governance unit allocation nor the administrative logic can independently carry out the mission of good
rural governance in the era of transformation. The current rural system reform should focus on the overall structure of rural
governance, prudently improve the administrative structure of rural governance, and maintain a balance between political and
administrative principles, so as to optimize rural governance structure and improve its ability to cope with complexity. Therefore,
the reform of rural system should not resort to one-sided administration, but should be based on the realistic situation and practical
needs of rural governance, and maintain the flexibility of rural govermnance structure in the balance of political rules and
administrative regulations. That would be the fundamental way to deal with complex governance in the era of rural transformation.

Key Words: Rural Governance Structure; Governance Unit; Politics; Administration; Flexibility
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