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The Determinants of Rural Labor Transfer to Non-agricultural Sectors
from the Perspective of Family Life Cycle: An Analysis Using Field Survey
Data in Hubei Province
Wang Wei  Wu Haitao
Abstract: This article constructs a family life cycle standard in China, dividing it into six stages: the initial stage, raising stage,
burdening stage, stable stage, supported stage and empty-nest stage. Based on the Sustainable Livelihoods Framework, it uses
field survey data in rural areas of Hubei Province in 2016 and analyzes the determinants of rural family labor transfer to
non-agricultural sectors at different life cycle stages. The results show that the family life cycle has a significant impact on the
transfer of rural labor force to non-agricultural sectors, and the probability of such transfer in the families at all other stages is
higher than that in the families at the initial stage. The determinants of rural labor transfer to non-agricultural sectors at different
life cycle stages are obviously different. Per capita land area has a negative effect on labor transfer in the families at the initial
stage; households at the raising, burdening and stable stages are found to have higher probability of rural labor transfer to
non-agricultural sectors. Besides, the age of householders and quantity of productive fixed assets have a negative effect on labor
transfer in families at the raising stage. For labor transfer in families at the burdening stage, the age of householders have a
positive effect, whereas per capita land area and the number of closed households have a negative effect. Moreover, labor
education level and quantity of productive fixed assets have a negative effect on families at the stable stage. Finally, both the
population burden coefficient and quantity of productive fixed assets have a negative effect on labor transfer in families at the
supported stage. The study suggests that accurate incentive policies be formulated for rural labor force transfer to non-agricultural

sectors based on characteristics found at the different stages of rural family life cycle.

Key Words: Family Life Cycle; Rural Labor; Transfer to Non-agricultural Sector
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