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Disembeddedness and Re-embeddedness: Agricultural Operation and
Governance in Village Order

Huang Zengfu

Abstract: Agricultural operation is a core element to construct village order, but the spontaneous land circulation in village and
market-oriented land circulation have different effects on the functioning of this element. Based on the survey in a typical village in
northern Anhui Province, this article finds that agricultural operation driven by spontaneous land circulation has a function of
restoring village order. However, the market-oriented land circulation leads agricultural operation to be quickly disembedded from
village order, through the dissociation of agricultural multiple functions, such as maintaining traditional culture and protection of
peasants’ food sovereignty. Making matters worse, relevant enterprises are fully dependent on village resources in the course of
farming, which results in re-embeddedness of agricultural operation in village order. As a result, village governance becomes
dominated by enterprises, and villagers become marginalized. The above phenomena highlight a logical problem of land system
reform as a social engineering. To protect the multifunction of agricultural operation, the study suggests local regions follow the
principles of “taking small steps”, “encouraging reversibility”, “making plans for unintended consequences”, and implement
tailored policies to local conditions.

Key Words: Disembeddedness; Re-embeddedness; Village Order; Agricultural Operation; Land Circulation
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