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The Rise of “Development-oriented Smallholders”: A Reconsideration of the
Structure of “Half Worker Half Cultivator” in Chinese Rural Society

Zhang Jianlei

Abstract: Since the 1980s, rural mode of production has been characterized by “half worker half cultivator” along with the process
of industrialization and urbanization. As a result of the interaction of market, institution and farmer households, the rural structure
has become highly institutionalized. With a continuous increase in family income and the unit labor reward, a gradual diversification
of agricultural operation, and continued urbanization, a new form of rural households can be witnessed, being termed
“development-oriented smallholders” in this study. This type of rural households is different from the traditional smallholders
characterized by “involution”, different from agricultural enterprises being highly capitalized in modern times, and different from
“proletarianized” farmers in relations in capitalist production. With the rise of development-oriented smallholders, rural households
can break away from the trap found in the traditional agriculture operation characterized by “involution”, and achieve real
development. It reflects full potential of rural households and deeply changes the development prospect of rural society. China’s
rural households are exploring a unique way to develop.

Key Words: “Half Worker Half Cultivator”; Development-oriented Smallholder; Composite Agricultural Operation; Elastic

Urbanization
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