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Rural Residential Concentration and Integration from the Perspective of
Social Memory: A Case Study of B Community, Y City in Jiangsu Province
Zhao Chengchen
Abstract: Rural residential concentration is a resettlement policy to promote the modernization of rural housing. This policy
follows the mode of urban management, which plays an important role in the development of urbanization in rural areas. This
study conducts a field investigation in B community, Y city, employing in-depth interviews and participant observation, and
discusses the role that social memory plays in the integration and concentration of rural residential communities. The study
finds that, although the community with a high level of residential concentration has achieved institutional integration, there is a
lack of integration from the identity dimension. As a kind of spiritual force, social memory may become an instrument to
re-establish the community identity. The daily communication and contacts can promote the formation of villagers’ identity
capital, which helps to reconstruct their social memory. In the process of interaction and exchanges, the reconstructed social
memory may form a new order in the community. In the meanwhile, social memory can also create a community atmosphere

through community intermediaries, which further promotes community integration from the identity dimension.

Key Words: Rural Community; Residential Concentration; Social Memory; Institutional Integration; Identity Integration
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