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The Classification of Family Livelihood Transition Stages of Migrant
Workers in the Process of New-type Urbanization and Its Application

QuanLei Chen Yuping Ding Shijun

Abstract: This article aims to divide the transition process of livelihood of migrant workers’ families and analyze the behavioral
logic and resource allocation characteristics of migrant workers’ families in the process of new-type urbanization in China from the
perspective of family livelihood transition. The study examines the economic correlation between migrant workers’ families and
rural areas from two dimensions of employment and residence. Based on the degree of correlation, the transition process of
livelihood of migrant workers can be divided into an initial stage, a middle stage and a later stage. Afterwards, this method of stage
division is used to identify the livelihood transition of 717 migrant workers’ family samples in Hubei and Guangdong Provinces. It
finds that, in different stages of livelihood transition, obvious differences exist in the logic of family economic behavior, the
allocation of family members in urban and rural areas, the utilization mode of housing and land, and the spatial flow of household
income.

Key Words: New-type Urbanization; Migrant Worker’s Family; Livelihood Transition; Stage Division
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