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The Power Metaphor and Evolution of Tweeter: An Example from Mi
Village in North China

He Junli

Abstract: The transition of power structure in rural areas has long been an important issue of studies on rural China. Based on the
materials collected during the fieldwork in Mi Village in North China, this article analyses the evolutionary history of tweeter in Mi
Village. It discovers that, since the reform and opening-up, the positioning of tweeter has changed from being a symbol of the state
to a carrier of advertisements. In fact, the role-transition of tweeter indicates that the operation of state power has changed in rural
areas by placing less emphasis on “government” and more on “governance”. Changes in both internal logic of state governance and
rural social context are symptoms of transformation in rural society, which leads to a transition of the operation of state power.

Key Words: Tweeter; Operation of State Power; Power Structure in Rural Area
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