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Urbanization, Peasant Differentiation, and “Land to the Tiller”:
Reflections on the Reform of Agricultural Land System from the

Perspective of Urbanization

Chen Wengiong Liu Jianping
Abstract: Based on the investigation of the urbanization of rural families in ordinary agricultural villages, this article finds that
a vast majority of rural families maintain a life style of semi-urbanization, and rural families under the process of urbanization
have been already divided into cultivators and non-cultivators. Significant differences and conflicts exist between “guarantee
rights” and “defense rights”. Due to a failure to cope with the conflict, the current reform of agricultural land system is
counterproductive to urbanization with high quality. Specifically, the cultivators are willing to expand their scale of operations
at low prices. They are eager to solve the problem of land fragmentation and reduce the cost of farming, thus increasing
household income and eventually increasing the ability to live in peace in cities. Non-cultivators tend to claim for the
consolidation of individual land rights, wishing to use land rights in exchange for good property incomes. This has nothing to
do with their ability to live in peace in cities. The current trend of the rural land system reform is consistent with the claim of
non-cultivator’ land rights. As a result, the cultivators’ interests are impaired, and they eventually condense into the
counteraction of high-quality urbanization. The study proposes that the system of “land to the tiller” can ensure an orderly
migration of rural population to cities, prevent the phenomenon that “the strong people become much stronger and the weak
people become much weaker”, and maintain an overall stability of a rapidly changing society.

Key Words: Rural Land System; Peasant Differentiation; Land to the Tiller; Semi-urbanization; Land Claim
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