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The Determinants of Daily Care Provision from Adult Children to Their
Parents in Rural China: An Empirical Study from Anhui

SunYiqiao GaoLi LiShuzhuo

Abstract: Based on theories of social role, intergenerational support and attachment, this article proposes an analytical framework
to study determinants of daily care provision from adult children to their parents in rural China. Using the survey data from the
Wellbeing of the Rural Elderly in Anhui Province, the study applies multilevel linear models to examine the determinants of daily
care provision at personal, family and community levels. The study finds that daily care provision from adult children to their
parents is determined by children’s personal characteristics, family roles, social roles, attachment behaviors, as well as by their
parents’ personal characteristics, the extent of dependence on children, but not by formal care institutions in community. Further
analyses show that children's attachment behaviors play an intermediate role in providing daily care. Finally, the study also discusses
policy implications for government and society to improve children’s daily care provision for their parents in rural China.

Key Words: Daily Care; Child as Caregiver; Rural Elderly; Determinant
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