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Cultivating the “New Squire”: The Construction Mechanism of Rural
Revitalization Endogenous Subject Foundation

Gong Lilan Zheng Yongjun

Abstract: The implementation of the rural revitalization needs to respect the dominant position of the farmers, respect the desires of
farmers, and exert the principal role of farmers. So how to construct the endogenous subject foundation in the rural revitalization has
both theoretical and practical significances. Because of their authority, endogeneity and publicity, traditional squire can effectively
organize and mobilize farmers and become the endogenous subject basis for effective rural governance. Based on the
above-mentioned enlightenment of traditional governance wisdom, this paper constructs an analysis framework of authoritative
embeddedness, publicity and effectiveness of governance subjects. From the perspective of historical changes and current practice,
this paper analyzes the mechanism of constructing the endogenous subjective foundation in rural revitalization by cultivating new
squire. The research shows that: (1) the embedding of rural authority influences its governance ability, and publicity affects its
willingness to govern. The governance willingness and ability of rural authority affect the effectiveness of rural governance subjects,
and further affect the effect of rural governance. (2) Traditionally, cultural authority was the dominant authority of the village;
political authority was constructed in the collectivization period; and economic authority arose and economic able-person governed
the village in the period of “distribution of land to farmers for a certain term”. (3) Cultivating new squire is an effective mechanism
for the basis of the rural endogenous position, including three specific mechanisms: the publication of clan authority, localization of
cultural authority and institutionalization of economic authority. In essence, the three mechanisms improve publicity and enhance
embeddedness, thereby improving their governance ability and willingness to govern, and ultimately achieving effective
governance of the village. (4) As the basis of endogenous subject foundation in rural revitalization, new squire's mechanism for
promoting effective governance of the village is based on the re-operation of the internal organization of the village.

Key Words: new squire; rural revitalization; endogenous subject foundation; rural governance; construction mechanism
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