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A Dynamic Analysis of Rural Irrigation Governance Based on Ostrom’s
Governance Principles: A Case Study from Yongchun County, Fujian
Province

Zhou Qian Zheng Linying

Abstract: The Chinese government has been making great efforts to invest in irrigation projects, yet policy failures have been
reported, in particular when it is related to inter-village water conservancy work. Based on a case study in Y ongchun County, Fujian
Province, this article uses Ostrom’s seven governance principles to analyze the water reform and its impact on the effectiveness of
grass-roots water control. The study finds that water control rules have a profound impact on the action arena of water conservancy
management and protection in Wufeng Town. This was the first attempt to deal with collective action dilemma among villages, thus
making Yongchun a model case for other rural districts to follow. It has established a new irrigation entity named “Qingping
Maintenance Center” to provide water-use service to local people, which has greatly improved local irrigation performance, making
a huge contribution to the modemization of rural irrigation governance.

Key Words: Irrigation Infrastructure at Inter-village Level; Rule Change; Irrigation Governance; Water Reform
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