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The Management Effect of Small Irrigation and Water Conservancy
Facilities from the Perspective of Social Capital: An Analysis of Two Water
Users’ Associations in Dangyang, Hubei

Long Ziquan XuYimin Zhou Yuqin Fan Ruguo

Abstract: This article analyzes how rules and leaders in organizations influence the management effect of small irrigation and water
conservancy facilities from the perspective of social capital. Two water users' associations are examined in Dangyang, Hubei
Province. The study shows that well-established organizational rules help to facilitate communications among members, to restrain
individual behaviors, to establish greater consistency in collective action, thus enhancing social capital in an organization. Excellent
leaders can not only maintain a good relationship with external parties, but also establish mutual trust between leaders and members
in the organization, thus improving social capital in the organization. As exogenous variables, the rules and leaders influence the
management effect of small irrigation and water conservancy facilities by way of improving social capital in organizations. The
three dimensions of social capital under discussion all have positive impacts on the management effect of small irrigation and water
conservancy facilities.

Key Words: Small Irrigation and Water Conservancy Facility; Management Effect; Social Capital; Case Study; Water Users’

Association
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