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The Impact of Non-agricultural Employment on Farmers’ Ecological
Production Behavior: Based on the Mediating Effect of Agricultural
Production and Operation Characteristics and the Regulating Effect of the
Family Life Cycle

Chang Qian Li Xiaoping Xie Xianxiong Zhao Minjuan

Abstract: The impact of non-agricultural employment on farmers’ ecological production behavior has not been determined so far.
Based on the data collected from 630 rice farmers in Qinba Biodiversity Ecological Functional Area, this article analyzes the impact
of non-agricultural employment on farmers’ ecological production behavior and its mechanism, and pays attention to the mediating
effect of agricultural production and operation characteristics and the regulating effect of the family life cycle. The results show that
firstly, non-agricultural employment in general inhibits farmers’ ecological production behavior. Secondly, the variables of
agricultural production and operation characteristics play part of mediating role in the impact of non-agricultural employment on
farmers’ ecological production behavior. Specifically, Non-agricultural employment inhibits farmers’ ecological production
behavior by reducing their land operation scale, increasing their land concentration level and their production specialization level.
Thirdly, the family life cycle plays a significant regulating role in the impact of non-agricultural employment on farmers’ ecological
production behavior. With the family life cycle stage moving backward, the negative impact of non-agricultural employment on
farmers’ ecological production behavior will gradually increase.

Key Words: Non-agricultural Employment; Farmers’ Ecological Production Behavior; Agricultural Production and Operation

Characteristic; Family Life Cycle
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