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Rural Governance Space Reconstruction and Its Effectiveness: An Analysis
of Rural Governance Practice in W Town

Lv Dewen

Abstract: The effectiveness of rural governance is closely related to the governance space owned by grassroots governments. In
essence, the reconstruction of rural governance space means that local governments construct a relatively independent and complete
policy implementation system in the process of fulfilling the functions of national governance and shaping the legitimacy of national
governance. The legitimacy of this system comes from the institutional supply of the national governance system, but its
effectiveness comes from its ability to respond effectively to the needs of rural governance. Based on the investigation of rural
governance practices in W town, this article proposes the following pathways to rural governance space reconstruction. First, it
would be preferable to realize the diversification and orderliness of governance tasks on the basis of policy classification. Second, it
would be feasible to build an independent, complete, diversified and integrated rural governance system by reconstructing policy
implementation agents. Third, the use of a set of diversified policy tools can facilitate a multi-pronged strategy of rural governance.
Therefore, a flexible rural governance space is not a substitute for the original governance system, but a choice of an open
institutional space for the modernization of rural governance. In the process of promoting the modernization of rural governance,
China should not only pay attention to strengthening new institutional supply, but also focus on activating the traditional institutions
and strategies that are found to be effective. One immediate task is to identify and activate effective governance strategies and to
take steps to have them institutionalized.

Key Words: Governance Space; Effectiveness of Governance; Rural Governance
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