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Discipline, Contract and Etiquette: An Analysis of Three-dimensional
Governance in Transitional Communities

LiYang LiuZuyun

Abstract: Transitional community is a new type of community constructed in the process of government-led “village merger”,
“village evacuation and housing construction”. Understanding transitional community governance needs to realize the expansion of
theory in the discussion of “governance rules” and carry out the principle of “shifting from subject to rule”. In reality, there are three
kinds of governance rules in transitional communities, namely, a discipline rule under the logic of rule of power, a contract rule
under the logic of rule of law, and an etiquette rule under the logic of rule of rites. Furthermore, there is no rule system which
occupies the absolute legitimacy status. There is a “symbiosis-tension” relationship among three kinds of governance rules. That
means, on the one hand, different governance rules can coexist because they are often embedded in the overall governance pattern
of the community in a local order. On the other hand, different governance rules conflict because rules with opposite values often
operate simultaneously in a micro-goverance situation. As a conclusion, the study finds that, firstly, legal contract is the
construction direction of China’s social order at the present stage. Secondly, discipline is indispensable, but the formulation of
discipline requires both “value legitimacy” and “technical rationality”. Thirdly, etiquette as an explicit form of morality needs to
adhere to the moral connotation in the development of the times. In this way, the transformation of village community in a

disordered manner can return to the right track, as long as three kinds of governance rules both achieve the unity of value and divide
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labor and cooperate in their respective fields.

Key Words: Transitional Community; Governance Rule; Discipline; Contract; Etiquette
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