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Behind the Migration: Family Relationship and Masculinity Construction
Cai Ling

Abstract: This article adopts an ethnographic method to take Chen Li's migration experience in different life stages as a case, and
conducts a deep analysis. The research reveals how he negotiates with family relationship through migration from home and back
home, which reflects regional masculinity. The study finds that three times of migration of Chen Li, who grew up in the countryside,
can be interpreted as being a good son", "'a good man™ and **a good father" in the patriarchal society. Every time when he makes
migration decisions, it deeply reflects regional patriarchal culture. It shows different characteristics of masculinity in different life
stages and family relations. The first stage represents “adventurer masculinity". The purpose of the migration is to escape from the
oppression of the patriarchal system and to pursue modern urban life. The second stage shows "strategic masculinity™. The purpose
is to both negotiate with and escape from the oppression of the patriarchal family, and to meet the expectations of the patriarchal
society as an adult male. The third stage turns out to be "breadwinner masculinity " and "traditional masculinity". The purpose is to
meet the requirements of modern fatherhood and to fulfill the responsibilities of caring for his old parents. The study proposes that
migration behaviors in each stage of the case can be regarded as "rural hegemonic masculinity" in certain rural areas of China. This
kind of masculinity is an action strategy, upon which Chinese males tend to count with a purpose of alleviating their emotional
pressure and family burden in the patriarchal system and culture.

Key Words: Mobility; Family relation; Masculinity
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