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Yoz, REeS 5N S (Lin, 2015).

M., ERWAEFENX

BSGBER AR B THERR, EEBUEHHRH T LR HS B AR 21 tHedd), A X
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PRI AR . i, BUBURFSRZ BB, SR TR I ERE T 1) A SEIR ST HRRE
BUBUR AR RN T 25 S08c4E,  SUSCRE R THUBURFIIEIM. ARSI R A ANt
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HERRUEAEHD 4000 17, HTEBFBATTRIX AR, FEREGIHNES . 90 FEAHIH, 1EH: 700 5T
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IS5 LA S R SR L5, BURFRIE BT, AR 1000 Jeipims 4 f GrEsk
HNE NSNS
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The Transformation of Community Governance Structure in Peri-urban
China: An Empirical Study in District A, Guangzhou

LiuJinlong Huang Xiaohui Deng Baoshan

Abstract: China has undergone an unprecedentedly rapid process of urbanization. Drawing from intensive field research in District
A, Guangzhou, this article offers new insights into the transformation of grassroots governance structure in urbanizing China
through an historic-micro study of how the local government, village collectives and villagers have interacted to deal with the
problems and challenges arising from rapid urbanization. In the past three decades of economic reforms, the local state has played
an significant role in promoting land marketization through integrating collective rural land into the fold of formal land market.
Moreover, the local government has actively reconsolidated its powers into communities through direct interventions in
shareholding reforms, village redevelopment and social welfare provision, leading to the dissolution of an increasing number of
traditional communities which existed to facilitate spontaneous rural-urban transition of villagers. Clearly, the current trend of
state-led grassroots governance restructuring has driven village-based communities to escape from its historical constraints and
establish entirely new institutions that reflect an urban market-oriented society. However, an over-emphasis on the pursuits of urban
modernity, formalization and desegregation has limited the development of self-governing capacities of communities. Community
rebuilding is, therefore, presenting a core challenge in grassroots governance reforms in China.

Key Words: Local Government; Community; Villager; Governance
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