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Adaptive Governance: How Can Policy Implementation be Adapted to
Local Conditions?

Shi Shaocheng Wu Chunmet

Abstract: Adjusting policy measures to local conditions is a key to a successful implementation of central government policies, and
a unique governance model with Chinese characteristics. Existing studies mainly focus on the characteristics and behaviors of local
governments, while ignoring the structural conditions of action. This article attempts to extend the theoretical interpretation from
"agency" to "structure”, such as institutions and government-society relation, to establish a theoretical framework of "adaptive
governance". The theoretical framework clarifies the occurrence situation, institutional space and realization mechanism of acting
according to circumstances. The framework is used in the analysis of a case study of the renovation project of dangerous buildings
in Dakacun, Wuling Area. The project took place under the dual constraints of central policies and local reality, operated in a "loose
coupling” institutional structure, and relied on the principal-agent mechanism between the government and society. The research
reveals that the adaptation to local conditions is mainly an institutional product of China's policy implementation which emphasizes
the role of flexible rules.

Key Words: Adaptive Governance; Policy Implementation; Adaptation to Local Condition; Renovation of Dangerous Building;

Rural Circumstance
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