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Revisiting Studies on Rural Social Issues: Problems and Reflections
Fan Fan

Abstract: After revisiting recent literature on rural social issues, this article attempts to address four problems. It shows that,
firstly, scholars tend to tailor research objects to suit their own understanding or instrumental needs, which leads to
Balkanization in the social academia. Secondly, symbolic violence can be observed in the academic expressions and narratives.
A third problem relates to the phenomenon of topicalization in the studies of rural social issues. As a fourth problem, a number
of scholars tend to exploit the rural society for their personal advantage, instead of contributing positively to the advancement of
the rural society. All these problems reflect a lack of responsibility in Chinese rural studies. The study concludes with a call for
re-orientation of researchers in the modernization of government system and governance capacity.
Keywords: Rural Sociology; Reflection; Balkanization; Symbolic Violence; Topicalization; Academic
Responsibility
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