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The Plight of Unmarried Older Adults in Rural China: From the
Perspective of Social Deprivation
Wang Xiaohui Liu Yanwu

Abstracts: Based on a case study in two villages, this article indicates that the origin of the plight of unmarried older adults in
rural China can be understood from the perspective of social deprivation. The analysis shows that, owing to the structural
pressures deriving from economic differentiation and social stratification, the marriage resources are distributed unevenly
among different classes. At the upper class, the marriage resources mainly remain inside the boundary. But a show-off culture
of marriage drives the women at the lower class to marry up in social status. In the developed rural areas, the women who are
failed to marry up yet reluctant to marry downwards tend to become older women in the process of delaying their marriage.
The study shows that the unmarried older men located at the bottom of the rural society in the developed areas are likely to
marry rural women from poor areas, which enables to dilute their marriage pressure. This pressure is shown to be socially
transmissible across different classes, which eventually leads to the current marriage difficulty of the poor older men from the
lowest class in rural China.

Keywords: Rural Older Adults; Marriage Plight; Social Deprivation; Economic Differentiation; Pressure Transmission
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