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Rural Labor Market of “Accompanying Family Members” and Its
Formation Logic: An Analysis Based on the Investigation of Rural Workers
Composed of “Accompanying Family Members” in Mao Tanchang Town,
Anhui Province

Shi Yuanyuan

Abstract: With the change in the development goals of farmers’ families, an increasing number of rural parents have moved outside
their hometowns to accompany their children for studying purpose. They have become rural surplus labor. Based on the qualitative
research of field survey, this study finds that in the context of industrial upgrading in developed areas, some small-scale enterprises
facing labor shortage and survival difficulties have moved to rural areas. The weak organization mode and flexible enterprise
management system are suitable for “accompanying family members” with the working characteristics of periodic labor mobility
and fragmentation of working hours. And the “family nature” of migrant workers is an intrinsic factor. Therefore, the formation of
the rural labor market of “accompanying family members” is the result of the dual impact of the change in the labor structure of
migrant workers and the “obvious structure” of the regional transfer of small-scale enterprises in developed areas, as well as the
impact of the change in farmers’ family development goals and the “potential structure” of farmers’ home-based values.

Key Words: Accompanying Family Member; Rural Labor Market; Famers’ Family Development; Rural Industrialization
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