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Forty Years of Villagers’ Self-Government Research: Theoretical
Perspectives and Development Trend

Mu Liangze

Abstract: As one of the three great creations of Chinese farmers since the reform and opening up, villagers’ self-government has
made great achievements in the fields of rural economic construction, political construction, cultural construction and social
construction. It has become the focus of attention among scholars. Nowadays, effective governance in rural areas is regarded as one
of the most important aspects in the implementation of rural revitalization strategy. This article conducts an interdisciplinary analysis
and undertakes a literature review on villagers’ self-government studies in the past forty years. Four perspectives of autonomy,
self-government, democracy and governance are taken. The article holds that the connotation of villagers’ self-government, which
has undergone practical innovation, theoretical renewal and disputes from all sides, can be generalized and further promoted as
follows: Villagers” self-government means that the rural society, based on the tradition of self-government, achieves good
governance under the condition of autonomy. It is guaranteed by democracy. In promoting the strategy of rural revitalization, the
realization of villagers’ self-government for effective governance is the requirement of practical innovation of villagers’
self-government, the end-result of theoretical research on villagers’ self-government, and the trend of practical development and
theoretical upgrade of villagers’ self-government.

Key Words: Villagers® Self-government Research; Rural Revitalization; Effective Governance
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