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TR T fE)

Party-integrated Social Governance: A Chinese Paradigm of Social
Governance in the Post-COVID-19 Era

Zhao Li

Abstract: Starting from the research paradigm of “state-society” relationship, this article examines two main analytical approaches
of China’s social governance research, and puts forward the theoretical concept of “party-integrated social governance” based on
the perspective of the terary theory of “party-state-society”. From three aspects of integration’s structure, function and purpose, the
study constructs a normative understanding of three key mechanisms in promoting the operation of “party-integrated social
governance” system, namely, an organizational embedding mechanism, a functional mechanism and a target expectation
mechanism, thus forming an analytical theoretical paradigm based on the social governance system that is indigenous to China.
Based on analyzing and tracing Karl Marx’s theory of civil society, the study holds that a new understanding of the “state-society”
relationship from the perspective of the political party can enhance good interactions between the state and society and promote
harmonious and orderly development of the economic and social fields, thus expanding the possibility of the cooperative game
relationship of “strong state-strong society”. It further takes China’s action and practice in the battle against COVID-19 as an
example, and investigates the three key mechanisms of “party-integrated social governance” from the perspectives of the dual
relationship between the state and society, as well as between economy and society. Compared with the traditional “state-society”
paradigm that is widely accepted in the West, “party-integrated social governance” reflects a unique path of practical development
of Chinese social governance theory. Based on the possibility of comparison and dialogue with Western classical theories,
“party-integrated social governance” provides a way of thinking and theoretical expression for the construction of discourse system
and theoretical system of contemporary Chinese social governance.

Key Words: Social Governance; “State-society”; Party; Infection Prevention and Control at the level of Community
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