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Industry Development-oriented Poverty Alleviation and the Thresholds for
the Impoverished Groups: A Critical Agrarian Study

Liang Xucheng LiuJuan Hu Qiuyun

Abstract: As one of the key measures of targeted poverty alleviation, “the development of local industries” has reached outstanding
achievements in the process of eradicating poverty given that it requires poor people to participate in certain industries so as to
provide them with relevant support. However, after the vast majority of the poor gradually get rid of poverty, a large proportion of
the remaining poor still are in a poor state, lacking the basic ability of industrial participation and undertaking industrial poverty
alleviation resources. Combining Bernstein’s political economy approach of critical agrarian studies and Sen’s capability approach,
this article reveals the incompatibility of industry development-oriented poverty alleviation strategy for some of the remaining poor
based on an analysis of the livelihood process of the impoverished households together with qualitative empirical materials. It finds
that in some rural areas, poverty alleviation through the development of local industries is not conducive for the poor households to
get rid of poverty. On the contrary, it may bring burdens to them and create thresholds that they cannot actually reach. Under the
industry development-oriented poverty alleviation strategy and a biased resource provision structure, the impoverished groups with
capability deficiency face the thresholds of resources acquisition from, participation in and profit from those industries. Therefore,
they would still face the thresholds of poverty alleviation due to the limited improvements in consumption, reproduction and
accumulation. In response, the post-2020 poverty alleviation policy should take “capability” into account to fully understand
different impoverished groups and stimulate their autonomy and agency respectively, so as to achieve poverty alleviation goals and
ensure sustainable livelihoods of the people.

Key Words: Targeted Poverty Alleviation; Poverty Alleviation; Development of Local Industry; Capability; Threshold of Poverty

Alleviation
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