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FERL) 18 M ELEN I B IE NI 2 Tt ml A . JE 2T 3 X 3810 55 AR R 1
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Understanding Rural China: The Ideal and Reality of Rural Sociological
Research

ZHAO Xiaofeng

Abstract: China’s rural sociology has attached great importance to social investigation and insisted on understanding rural China as
a good ideal for investigation and research. From community studies to regional social studies and typological comparative studies,
sociologists have been exploring epistemology and methodology, shuttling between “society in case” and “case studies in society”,
making an important contribution to realizing the goal of recognizing the overall picture of Chinese society through micro social
studies. At the same time, case studies can connect experience and theory, acquire progressive knowledge and sudden knowledge
through analysis and generalization, and promote the inheritance and development of theory. Based on China’s practice and
investigation experience, the research of rural sociology has formed two circular routes of “experience - theoretical comparison and
reconstruction — experience” and “experience - theoretical refinement and innovation — experience” in the context of historical
development, which can provide epistemological and methodological support for understanding and transforming rural China,
advancing the localization development of sociology, and enhancing the country’s soft power.

Keywords: Understanding China; Rural Sociology; Rural Social Survey; Case Study
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