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The Communal Dynamics of the Agrarian Transition and the
Governmentality of the Village Community: A Case Study of the Agrarian
Transition in He Tan Village

ChenJing Feng Xiao

Abstract: Smallholder family farm management is the dominant form of agricultural management in China. It is a feasible pattern
to achieve scale agglomeration economies based on family agricultural management. This article conducts a case study analysis
regarding the scale agglomeration process of He Tan village, and analyzes the dynamics of a village community, which includes
configuration of collective land, mobilization of rural organizations and the provision of public welfare and public goods by the
village community. The dynamics has promoted scale development of an agrarian transition on the basis of household family
management. Collective planning and village mobilization have become the main subjects of the dynamic mechanism in the
agrarian transition. During the agrarian transition, village collective operation also turns to respond to smallholders’ needs for
economic services. Village community is an indispensable agent in the agricultural governance, and an organic link between
smallholders and moderm agricultural development in the new era.

Key Words: Smallholder; Village Community Integration; Agrarian Transition; Village Community; New Agriculture
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