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The Analysis of Pilot Project of Villagers’ Self-government with Villagers’
Groups or Natural Villages as Basic Units: A Research Report Based on
Investigation and Survey on 24 National Pilot Units

Tang Ming

Abstract: This article is a research report based on investigation and survey on 24 national pilot units jointly recognized by six
ministries and commissions of the state in 2017. It elaborates the situation of villagers’ self-government with villagers’ groups or
natural villages as basic governance units. The study concludes that the original meaning of the idea “villagers’ self-government
with villagers’ groups or natural villages as basic governance units” means ““setting up villagers’ committees at the level of villagers’
groups or natural villages”, which originated in Qingyuan, Guangdong Province, and has not been and will not be widely imitated
by other regions in the country. Revised version of the idea “villagers’ self-government with villagers’ groups or natural villages as
basic units” refers to “setting up villagers’ council and similar organizations at the level of villagers’ groups or natural villages”.
Although this effort has achieved comparatively remarkable results, some problems still exist and need to be solved through
practical exploration, theoretical explanation and policy selection. At present, it seems too early to copy this model throughout the
country or promulgate related rules and law. To explore the effective ways of villagers’ self-government, improve the
vigorous system of grassroots self-government in rural areas and build a new pattern of rural grassroots governance, we should
adhere to the village party branch and villagers’ committee as the center, adhere to the original intention of direct democracy at the
rural grassroots level, adhere to the reform approach of “separating politics from economy” and urban-rural integration, and rely on
innovation through new information technology.

Key Words: Villagers’ Self-government; Villagers’ Group; Natural Village; Villagers’ Council; Policy Pilot
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