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The Autonomy of a Close Community Network of Common Interests as
Another Way of Thinking about Grassroots Community Governance: The
Enlightenment from the Innovative Effect of Social Governance Mechanism
in New Resettlement Villages in H Province

Lu Xianying

Abstract: The subsidence of autonomous units has made some achievements in improving the efficiency of grassroots community
governance, but limitations also exist with regard to setting down a certain area as an autonomous unit in advance. First, it cannot
guarantee a close community network of common interests, nor can it fundamentally solve the “suspension problem” of
autonomous organizations. Second, it still bears the risk of a loss of autonomy. The innovative practices and effects of social
governance mechanism of the new villages in H province show that creating a close link of mutual benefits is a decisive factor of
good autonomy of the grassroots community, rather than establishing smaller autonomous units. The best way of grassroots
community governance is a way that can maintain a close link of common interests of the masses. Based on the analysis, this study
proposes that self-government of a close community network of common interests may become another way of practices for
community residents’ autonomy at the grassroots level. At the same time, the study puts forward a construction scheme of
multi-level governance system based on the autonomy of the close community network of common interests as a basic form.

Key Words: Close Link; Community of Interests; Autonomy; Community Governance
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