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Village Division, Acquaintance Society, the Rich in a Village and Class
Resentment: Towards an Understanding of Social Division in Rural Areas
of Eastern China
Yang Hua Yang Zi
Abstract: With the development of the private economy in rural areas of eastern China, class division can be witnessed,
characterized by "division in a village", "high degree of division", “the rich in the village" and "a large size of upper-class
peasants”. This study finds that, unlike social division among strangers in cities, division among peasants is happening within a
village. An acquaintance society in villages is characterized by information symmetry, interactive presence and value
contribution. Those characteristics influence peasants' cognition on and positioning of their own social strata. "High degree of
division" summarizes the fact that a large gap exists between lower-class peasants and upper-class peasants. *The rich in the
village" indicates the willingness of upper-class peasants to participate in social competition and public resources allocation in
their villages. "The large size of upper-class farmers"” leads to a scale effect of upper-class peasants in villages, giving the
possibility for their value standards to become villages’ value standards. Thus, lower-class peasants have difficulty in following
the value standards led by upper-class peasants, resulting in their survival pressure and resentment towards the latter. When
upper-class peasants use their economic advantages to hold the posts of village cadres and possess villages’ high-quality
resources at a large scale, social exclusion and deprivation of lower-class peasants may arise. The study concludes by noting

that class solidification in rural areas of eastern China starts to happen.

Key Words: Rural Area; Class Division; Acquaintance Society; Class Relation; Class Resentment; Class Solidification
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