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The Theory and Practice of Membership Identification of Rural Collective
Economic Organizations: A Case Study of 29 Pilot Programs of National
Rural Collective Asset Rights Reforms in the First-round in China

Ma Cuiping  Gao Liangliang

Abstract: A lack of legislation on the identification of rural collective membership and inconsistency of policies and regulations
have weakened the authority of the judiciary. The existing three criteria for identifying membership of rural collective economic
organizations have their own defects. The single household registration standard can lead to population expansion in affluent
collective economic organizations driven by the interests. The factual standards are very subjective and controversial in practice.
The composite standard of “household registration +” is widely used in practice, but the different settings increase the difficulty in
judicial adjudication across regions. From the practice of the first-round experimental areas, the recognition of the original and
legally obtained membership in pilot areas is relatively consistent, and the reserved membership of the group labeled with identity is
highly consistent. More than 90% of pilot areas are bound to the household registration for the original and legally obtained
membership. Consideration factors of membership loss also tend to be the same, which is basically determined by household
registration relocation, the essence of production and life relations, and survival guarantee factors. At present, the contradiction of
membership identification mainly concentrates on identity-switching farmers. The phenomenon of “empty ends” is not uncommon.

Key Words: Rural Collective Asset; Collective Economic Organization; Organization Membership; Recognition Criteria; Share

Rights Reform
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