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Marxist Survey Research Methods in the Context of Chinese Rural Issues
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Summary: Investigative research is a key tool for the Communist Party of China to achieve great success in building
socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era. Since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China, the Party
Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core has attached great importance to investigative research. Investigative
research on rural areas in modern times has revealed many characteristics of rural society, which can provide valuable insights for
solving current issues in rural development and social governance.

This study is based on the debates about the nature of modern Chinese society in the early 20th century, both domestically and
internationally, as well as the trend during the domestic land revolution period of shifting the focus of the revolution from cities to
rural areas. It explores how the scarcity of survey and statistical data led to difficulties in examining rural issues in China and
clarifies the historical context in which Marxist investigative research methods emerged in modern China. Subsequently, it analyzes
the limitations of early rural social survey methods, narrates Chen Hansheng and his “Chinese Rural School” in their exploration of
applying Marxist survey methods in the Chinese rural sector, and references rural survey achievements such as “The Xunwu Survey”
and “The Changgang Township Survey”. This study further examines the relationship between the extensive investigative research
of the Communist Party of China and the formulation of relevant policies during the land reform period. It reveals the specific
practices of Communist Party members, represented by Mao Zedong, in applying Marxist theory to analyze rural issues of China
and promote the localization of Marxist survey research methods, as well as the practices of the Party Central Committee led by Xi
Jinping in inheriting, developing, and innovating Marxist survey research methods in the new era.

This provides several insights for energetically encouraging the practice of conducting investigations and studies, further
deepening rural reform, and accelerating the construction of an independent knowledge system for Chinese philosophy and social
sciences: First, reconstruct the narrative system of agricultural economic history and promote “down-to-carth” research with a
developmental perspective. Second, strengthen the supporting role of research methods in rural reform and accurately identify and
solve major agricultural and rural issues. Third, leverage the guiding role of Marxist investigative research methods to advance
methodological innovation and theoretical framework construction.

The innovation and marginal contributions of this study lie in: First, from a new perspective on modern and contemporary rural
issues in China, by exploring the conceptual differences, methodological innovations, and practical significance behind rural survey
research methods, this study seeks to trace the origins and threads of the transformation of survey methods from Western to
indigenous approaches, and to outline the historical trajectory of mutual promotion and co-development between survey research
methods and rural reform in China. Second, we will investigate how early Chinese Marxists conducted field research in Chinese
rural areas under the guidance of Marxism, providing a new perspective for understanding the Sinicization of Marxism.

Keywords: Survey Research; Sinicization of Marxism; Survey Methods; Chinese Rural Areas

JEL Classification: B24; C42
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