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“Filial Piety—Support Separation”: Reconstructing Rural Filial Ethics and
Optimizing Elderly Care Models During the Transitional Period
LI Yongping
(College of Humanities and Social Development, Northwest University of Agriculture and Forestry)

Summary: The pressures of modemity have undermined the sustainability of traditional family-based elderly care, giving rise to
market-oriented alternatives as an emerging mode of old-age support. Market-oriented elderly care is grounded in a new concept of
filial piety, characterized by the “filial piety—support separation”. Drawing on research conducted in Shangcheng County, Henan
Province, and focusing on the relationship between rural families and the market during the transitional period, this paper examines
the formation mechanism of this new filial piety concept and its role in reshaping the structure of family-based elderly care.

The study identifies three primary mechanisms underlying the formation of the concept of ““filial piety—support separation”: First,
under the pressures of modernization, rural families commonly face the practical dilemma of “being filial while struggling to provide
support”, creating an urgent need for alternative elderly care approaches. Second, the development of the county-level elderly care
service market has addressed the overtflow of care demands beyond the family. Through efforts such as destigmatizing the elderly care
market, fostering moderate cooperation among service providers, and promoting robust competition within the sector, the quality of
market-oriented elderly care services has improved, gradually forming a relatively complete county-level ecosystem. Third, the rising
economic status of rural families alongside evolving family ethics has provided both the economic basis and ethical justification for
the “filial piety—support separation”, enabling this concept to shift from abstract notion to practical implementation.

“Filial piety—support separation” has emerged as a new form of elderly care amid the processes of marketization and
modernization. It responds to and alleviates the practical elderly care challenges faced by rural families during the transitional period
through market-oriented approaches, while simultaneously reshaping the concept of filial piety and the structure of family-based
elderly care in rural society. Specifically, it facilitates the increased openness and quantification of filial piety, the diversification of
filial piety practitioners, and provides expanded space for intergenerational emotional interactions.

It is evident that within the county-level elderly care system, market actors and rural families are not inherently in opposition. By
incorporating market actors to share the burdens of family-based elderly care, the approach objectively contributes to alleviating
pressures on family development and mitigating associated risks. Accordingly, it is essential to base strategies on the specific
characteristics and needs of rural elderly people and families, to guide the transformation of rural filial piety concepts, and to establish
alocalized, cost-effective, and high-quality county-level market-oriented elderly care service system.

Keywords: Filial Piety; Family-Based Elderly Care; Institutional Elderly Care; Family Ethics; Elderly Care System

JEL Classification: J14; J18
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