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Social Reshaping in “Economy-Politics” Interaction: How Does Rural
Industrial Revitalization Promote Social Co-Governance

RAN Pengcheng WEI Shu

(School of Government, Nanjing University)

Summary: With the advancement of rural industrial revitalization, the rural economic system has gradually evolved into an
independent entity, emerging as a core variable driving the transformation of rural governance models. Against this backdrop, this
study focuses on how rural industrial revitalization promote rural social co-governance.Based on the conceptual interpretation of
social co-governance, this study constructs an overarching analytical framework: Rural industrial revitalization and the development
of a rural market economy generate contextual drivers for social co-governance, triggering structural interaction processes that
ultimately lead to multi-stakeholder participation in rural social co-governance. To investigate the causal mechanisms linking rural
industrial revitalization and social co-governance, this paper adopts a theory-building process-tracing method and conducts a
longitudinal study over time. To derive generalizable causal mechanisms, Dingzhuang Village is selected as a representative case
characterized by clear causal relationships. Through in-depth fieldwork, robust empirical evidence was obtained via structured
interviews, participant observation, and collection of internal documents.

The findings reveal that rural industrial revitalization promotes social co-governance through a causal mechanism comprising
three sequential components: contextual structuring, structural embedding, and system construction. Contextual structuring refers to a
social co-governance environment shaped by resource interdependence and supply-demand alignment among diverse stakeholders.
Specifically, rural industrial revitalization fosters a relationship structure between societal actors and Party committee and government,
aligning developmental needs with governance priorities, thereby equipping societal actors with both the motivation and capacity to
participate in rural govemance. Structural embedment is a process in which the Party committee and the government integrate the
structural elements of organization, identity and system in rural governance into the industrial economic system according to the
situational cognition. System construction entails the relevant subjects of rural governance construct an interactive and shared
relationship network and social co-governance system under the role of interest-driven, power-sharing and conceptual consensus.

The core logic underpinning this mechanism is society reshaping through “economy-politics” interaction. On the one hand,
driven by interest incentives and resource dependence, the rural political system will realize “political construction economy”
through resource integration and network construction, and the rural economic system will also realize “economic function politics”
through cooperative production and structural integration. On the other hand, the interaction between economy and politics reshapes
the “discrete order” of rural society into “community order” through subject cultivation, interest connection, capacity construction,
and concept reshaping. The case experience and research conclusions provide empirical enlightenment for the comprehensive
revitalization of rural areas, including improving the rural market economic system, creating a pluralistic co-governance situation
with supply-demand relationship, and strengthening the degree of structural elements embeddedness of economic system and
political system.The causal mechanism and core logic identified in this paper expand the research boundary of social co-governance,
provide a new theoretical explanation for the interaction of the political, economic and social tripartite system in the field of rural
governance, and provide a theoretical reference for understanding the change of China’s agricultural politics.

Keywords: Industrial Revitalization; Social Co-Governance; Structure Embeddedness; Society Being Constructed by Politics;
Reshaping Society; Economy and Politics Interaction
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