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A New Exploration of the Formation Mechanism of High Betrothal Gifts in
Rural Areas: Based on the Analytical Framework of
“Mutual Assistance—Competition”

LIU Wugen CHEN Dongliang
(College of Marxism, China Agricultural University)

Summary: Bridal price has historically played a positive role in Chinese marriages. However, due to various reasons, in recent
years, the amount of bridal price has been continuously rising in some rural areas of China, which has attracted widespread attention
from all sectors of society. Currently, to effectively improve the governance efficiency of high bridal prices in rural areas, it is
necessary to deeply analyze the causes of high bridal prices in rural areas.Bridal price has the dual attributes of mutual assistance
and competition. Based on the “mutual assistance—competition” analytical framework, this paper conducts an in-depth analysis of
the action logics of the three main bodies in the formation process of high bridal prices in rural areas.

The study finds that, from the perspective of the action logics of the main bodies in the formation process of high bridal prices
in rural areas, high bridal prices in rural areas are jointly promoted and formed by the receiving main body, the paying main body,
and social forces. As the receiving main body, the bride’s family generates the demand for high bridal prices according to the
ownership mechanism and symbolic mechanism of the bridal price. As the paying main body, the groom’s family has the
willingness to pay high bridal prices based on the responsibility mechanism and the pressure mechanism. Professional matchmakers,
as social forces, use the matching mechanism and pricing mechanism to induce both the bride and the groom to increase the bridal
price.To deeply promote the comprehensive governance of high bridal prices in rural areas and effectively improve the governance
level of high bridal prices in rural areas, on the basis of further in-depth analysis of the causes of high bridal prices in rural areas, it is
necessary to adhere to a problem-oriented approach, systematic thinking, adopt multiple measures simultaneously, promote
multi-party collaboration, and implement comprehensive policies.

On the basis of steadily improving the overall level of rural economic and social development, comprehensively enhancing the
social security level of farmers, improving the gender ratio structure in rural areas, and perfecting the rural marriage market system,
the following aspects of work especially need to be done well. First, adopt comprehensive policies to strengthen the social
foundation and legal guarantee for the governance of high bridal prices in rural areas. Second, take multiple measures
simultaneously to promote the adjustment of the ownership mechanism and symbolic mechanism of the receiving main body, and
restrict the behavior of the bride’s family in chasing high bridal prices. Third, take a variety of measures to promote the adjustment
of the responsibility mechanism and pressure mechanism of the paying main body, and guide the groom’s family to resist high
bridal prices. Fourth, make precise efforts to promote the adjustment of the matching mechanism and pricing mechanism of social
main bodies, and establish and improve the code of conduct for rural professional matchmakers.

Keywords: High Bride Price;Mutual Assistance-Competition;Marriage Market;Intergenerational Responsibility; Marriage Squeeze;
Professional Matchmaker

JEL Classification: R20; Z13
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