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Aggregation of Cultural Functions: The Cultural Logic of Stimulating
Peasants’ Subjectivity in Rural Revitalization

ZHANG Jianyu

(School of Marxism, Southeast University)

Summary: Stimulating peasants’ subjectivity is a key issue in the practice and research of China’s “Three Rural Issues”. In the
rural culture system, achieving this goal requires the collaborative practice of action subjects. As a unity of autonomy, consciousness,
agency, and creativity, subjectivity is a product of human cultural practice. Based on this, this study starts from the cultural logic of
subjectivity formation, constructing an analytical framework of “action synergy—function aggregation”. Using the cultural
development of Tanggou Village in northern Jiangsu Province as a case study, this research explores the underlying logic that
precipitates action initiation and the operational mechanisms through which the catalytic effect materializes, thereby distilling the
dynamics of cultural practice that stimulates peasants’ subjectivity into a construct termed “aggregation of cultural functions”.

Specifically, within the domain of cultural engagement aimed at fostering a refined and civilized rural ethos, the foundation for
stimulating peasants’ subjectivity lies in addressing basic needs, exploring cultural resources, validating development concepts,
optimizing governance structures, and gathering practical values. At its core, the key to stimulating this subjectivity lies in generative
cultural elements deeply embedded in cultural forms, such as cultural identity, cultural nurturing, cultural capital and cultural
benefits. These cultural elements engender an array of functions, including subject cohesion, value guidance, habit-enhancement,
and effectiveness transformation, all of which coalesce to facilitate the establishment of subject identity, fortification of subject
consciousness, amplification of subject capacity, and articulation of subject agency among peasants. Through the identification of
action methods, the evolution of practical logic, and the consolidation of positive effects, multiple cultural functions are aggregated,
gradually stimulating the peasants’ subjectivity, which is characterized by autonomy, consciousness, agency, and creativity.

The “aggregation of cultural functions” mechanism offers valuable policy insights. To fully stimulate and effectively express
peasants’ subjectivity, rural construction and development within the context of Chinese modernization need to focus on two key
points. Firstly, in terms of action principles, it is imperative to reinforce the scientific concept of cultural practice that emphasizes
peasants’ presence, values culture, and pursues efficiency. Secondly, in terms of action strategies, it is paramount to architect a
collaborative cultural governance paradigm wherein govermnance institutions, market actors, and farming constituencies
synergistically coalesce, thereby fortifying the sociocultural scaffolding underpinning rural advancement.

In the long run, the “aggregation of cultural functions”” mechanism is rooted in mature theory and aligns with practical realities.
Its construction holds both theoretical and practical significance. It not only expands the cultural direction for the scientific analysis
and theoretical construction of peasants’ subjectivity in rural revitalization, but also offers practical insights for exploring
endogenous power and new endogenous development practices in other rural areas in the process of modernization.

Keywords: Rural Revitalization; Peasants’ Subjectivity; Aggregation of Cultural Functions; Rural Culture; New Endogenous
Development

JEL Classification: Z10

GriEthit: £ 3

- 125 -



	一、问题的提出
	二、理论分析与研究框架
	（一）理论基础
	（二）核心概念
	（三）分析框架

	三、研究方法与案例概况
	（一）研究方法
	（二）案例概述

	四、行动协同：文化实践激发农民主体性的运行逻辑
	（一）基点：聚焦农民发展现实样态，关切农民多元生活实际需求
	（二）依托：推进文化领域创新探索，挖掘村庄内蕴独特文化资源
	（三）延展：贴合主体性的表达环节，汇聚乡村特色文化多维功能
	（四）保障：关注多元主体行动联结，统合文化建构主体协同实践
	（五）归宿：创造文化建设溢出价值，渐次激发农民主体性表达

	五、功能聚合：文化实践激发农民主体性的深层机制
	（一）同根的文化认同确立主体身份，强化农民当家作主的自主性
	（二）在场的文化涵育提升主体意识，激发农民建设乡村的自觉性
	（三）独特的文化资本拓展主体能力，提高农民投身实践的能动性
	（四）漫溢的文化效益凸显主体作用，增强农民助益发展的创造性
	（五）导向式聚合多元化的文化功能，激发乡村振兴的农民主体性

	六、结论与反思

