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The Constructive Mechanism of Actor Networks in the Development of
Rural Characteristic Cultural Industries: A Case Study of the Sachet
Industry in Mazhuang Village, Xuzhou

DONGYi CAO Hailin
(School of Public Administration, Hohai University)

Summary: Rural revitalization is primarily based on industrial development. Promoting the development of rural
characteristic cultural industries is an important strategic policy of the state in the context of rural revitalization in the new era. In
rural development practice, striving to build a rural characteristic cultural industry that integrates economic, cultural, and social
values is not only a viable approach to sketching a new picture of rural industrial development but also a practical aim of continuing
regional traditional cultural contexts. The sachet industry in Mazhuang Village serves as a typical case of rural characteristic cultural
industry development. After experiencing two development phases—“endogenous autonomy” and “endogenous embedding”—it
has transformed from a “small sachet” into a “large industry”. This paper proposes a “cultural resonance” style translation through
the localized adaptation of actor network theory within the Chinese cultural field, and based on the analytical framework of “actor
identification— ‘cultural resonance’ style translation—network mechanism explanation”, integrates the theory of new endogenous
development. It distills the constructive mechanism of the actor network in Mazhuang Village’ sachet industry as “cultural
resonance + collaborative advancement”.

Specifically, during the “endogenous autonomy” development phase, the intangible cultural heritage inheritors with “cultural
consciousness” and “innovative integrity”, along with village leaders who promote “local consensus” and “holistic management”,
resonated collaboratively with villagers who “activated momentum” and consumers who identified with the culture, facilitating the
foundational construction of the actor network and achieving the action goal of transitioning from “cultural resources” to “cultural
industries”. In the “endogenous embedding” development phase, the internal forces of “restructuring layout” and “elite return” for
continuous energy accumulation resonated with external forces that leveraged “esource mobilization” and “value co-extension” for
embedded empowerment, jointly promoting the upgrading of the actor network in this phase and achieving the action goal of
transitioning from “cultural industries” to “pillar industries”.

Drawing from this, the development experience of the characteristic cultural industry in Mazhuang Village offers valuable
insights for promoting rural industrial revitalization in the context of Chinese-style modernization: the development of characteristic
cultural industries can utilize “cultural resonance” style translation to advance collaborative construction among multiple subjects,
following action strategies that are tailored to local conditions, guided by circumstances, and responsive to needs. Endogenous
forces should “build nests to attract phoenixes” under sustained presence and continuous strengthening to attract external support
and energy infusion, thereby achieving mutual shaping and collaborative advancement of internal and external forces and upgrading
of characteristic industries.

Keywords: Rural Characteristic Cultural Industry; New Endogenous Development; Actor Network Theory; Cultural Resonance
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