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Manufacturing Identity: How Can Integral System Promote Rural Governance?

WANG Yinhong DING Murong
(School of International Affairs and Public Administration, Ocean University of China)

Summary: As urbanization continues to advance in China and marketization deepens, many rural areas face the risk of decline.
The report from the 20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China calls for a comprehensive promotion of rural
revitalization, emphasizing the need to coordinate the layout of rural infrastructure and public services to build livable and workable
beautiful villages. In this context, a points-based system has been promoted by the ministry of agriculture and rural affairs,
characterized by its value concepts led by Party building, the clarity of behavioral quantification through points, and adaptive
incentive mechanism design. However, the operational logic of the points-based system in rural governance, as well as how it can
promote rural governance and, in turn, facilitate rural revitalization, have not yet been clearly defined in theoretical research. This
paper aims to address these questions by exploring the intrinsic logic of the points-based system in advancing rural governance and
identifying universal pathways for achieving good rural governance.

Using the points-based system implemented in Anshanghu Village as a case study, this paper constructs a four-dimensional
analytical framework of “field recognition, interest recognition, institutional recognition, and political recognition” based on the
perspective of community theory, combined with the realities of rural China, to explain the operational logic behind the points-based
system’s promotion of rural governance. First, it presents the characteristics of the system’s operations by deeply depicting its
genesis, development, and operational processes in Anshanghu Village. Second, it uses the aforementioned analytical framework to
theoretically explain how the points-based system promotes rural governance.

Empirical research on the points-based system in Anshanghu Village reveals that it activates social recognition through the
incorporation of point allocation into village rules and agreements, transforms the living environment, and reshapes field recognition.
It also reshapes interest recognition by linking participation in public affairs, supply of public goods, and personal behavior to points,
as well as by tying cooperative profit distribution to points. Furthermore, it reshapes institutional recognition by involving the
community in the establishment of a procedural, digital, and transparent points system. Finally, it reshapes political recognition
through Party leadership, propaganda mobilization, policy delivery to the countryside, and external support.

The marginal contributions of this paper are threefold. First, it provides a comprehensive depiction and systematic sorting of the
points-based system practice in Anshanghu Village, Shandong Province, offering specific operational pathways for the points system to
rebuild rural communities and empower rural governance. Second, from the perspective of community theory, it establishes a
four-dimensional analytical framework to address the issue of the weakening of rural communities in China and explores how a
points-based system can modernize rural governance, providing a new analytical perspective for understanding the governance value and
deeper logic of the points-based system. Third, by proposing “reshaping recognition” as a concept with “rebuilding rural communities” as
an intermediary variable, this paper summarizes and presents the specific pathways through which the points-based system in Anshanghu
Village reshapes farmers’ field recognition, interest recognition, institutional recognition, and political recognition. “reshaping recognition”
embodies the positive interaction between traditional rural govemance logic and norms.
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