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The Structural Transformation and Mechanism Innovation of Rural Governance
Modernization: A Case Study of Resource-constrained Villages

HE Xiaolong

Abstract: Breaking the bottleneck of rural governance resources is a fundamental issue that needs to be addressed regarding rural
governance modernization in the new era. Although the transfer of national resources to the countryside is beneficial to the
development of people’s livelihood, it also inadvertently leads to the issue of “resource dependence” of rural governance. For
resource-constrained villages, where national resources have withdrawn and the village collective economy is weak, solving the
“resource dependence” problem requires adapting to the transformation of rural governance structure and focusing on the creation
of diverse villager group autonomy model as an important practice for rural governance modernization. The resource-constrained
villages have improved their governance level by clarifying the public-private boundaries of rural governance, constructing a
four-tier governance system, and creating youth-led and village sage-led villager group autonomy models. Innovating the
mechanisms of clarifying power and responsibility, activating social foundations, aggregating resources, and producing trust, are the
basic logic to promote the operation of the multiple villager group autonomy models. In the context of rural governance structural
transformation, creating and developing a diverse villager group autonomy model not only realizes the integration of administrative
and autonomous governance, but also provides new experience for the modernization of rural governance.

Keywords: Rural Governance; Governance Structural Transformation; Villager Group Autonomy; Governance Community; Public
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