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Reconstruction of Rural Community Governance Network: A Case Study on
the Governance Model of “Two Joints and Two Guarantees” in Yangping
Community, Shimen County, Hunan Province

XIE Zongfan WANG Mei

Abstract: The weakening of rural community governance network against the context of urbanization urges the government to
continuously promote the reconstruction of efficient rural community governance network, so as to sparkle multi-subject joint
governance to improve the effectiveness of rural community governance. Based on the actor network theory, the paper conducts a
case study on the “two joints and two guarantees” governance model of Yangping community in Shimen County of Hunan
Province, to analyze the interactive process where the grassroots government, community party organization, autonomous
organization, community new village elites, community residents and other action subjects promote the reconstruction of
governance network. The study finds that the reconstruction of rural community governance network is a complex and dynamic
process, which includes four stages: understanding the governance dilemma, stimulating the motivation of participation, expanding
the appeal, and establishing the actors’ governance alliance. Grassroots governments and community party organizations are the
core actors to promote the reconstruction of community governance network, and community new village elites play an important
role in connecting grassroots governments, community party organization, and community residents. This paper contributes to the
literature of rural community governance model innovation at the micro level and enriches the formation mechanism of actor
network in the construction of rural community governance model.

Keywords: Actor Network; Rural Community; Governance Network
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