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From Tweeters to WeChat Groups: Reproduction of Rural Publicity and
Transformation of Social Governance Based on a Field Survey of a Village
in North China

WU Zhenqi  GUO Chengcheng

Abstract: The relationship between rural publicity and population mobility is a core topic for sociological studies, especially in the
field of village social governance. As the carrier of rural publicity, mass media fulfills the role of linkage and integration, and it
provides techniques to accelerate the reform of rural governance. Constructing the framework of “media communication-public
reproduction-governance reconstruction” , we conduct a case study of Qian Zhaogu Village in North China and find that: as a
suitable media and grassroots governance tool in the early days, the tweeters feature one-way communication with authority
dominance. During the transformation of social structure, the role of tweeters changed from “a symbol of the state” to “advertising
carriers”, and thus the function of the tweeters in terms of communication is significantly weakened by the temporal and spatial
limitations. In response to the fragmentation of rural publics and the disconnection of rural social governance in the midst of
population mobility, the digitally empowered WeChat groups for village affairs become an important vehicle for the reproduction of
village publicity and the reconfiguration of social governance. WeChat groups have enabled “shared presences” for villagers
regardless of space and time, fashioned a virtual “acquaintance society”, enhanced social ties between villagers, and boosted the
sense of village community. WeChat groups also encourage the establishment of interactive governance and lay the foundation of
implementing good rural governance.

Key Words: Tweeters; WeChat Groups; Village Publicity; Social Governance
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