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“Natural Will” or “Natural Power”: Rediscussion on the Thinking Base of
Chinese Village Communities

LIUJun YAN Chuhan LIANG Qingyun

Abstract: The framework of “will types-social forms-relationship characteristics” derived from Ténnies community theory is
regarded as the key to revealing the characteristics and destiny of Chinese village communities by many scholars. Cramped by
Schopenhauer’s idealism and mechanical materialism, however, the framework has shortcomings such as interpretation limits.
From the perspective of productivity, Chinese villages are characterized by the coupling of natural relations and production relations,
of which the decisive factor is “natural power” rather than “natural will”. The gradient development of “natural power” determines
that Chinese village communities have been developing with a balance between the changed and unchanged.

Key Words: Village Community; Productivity; Production Relations; Natural Relations; Modernization
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